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Agenda 

• Introductions 
• How did we get here? 
• What does the data show? 
• Are there resources available? 
• Q&A 

 



Introductions 



How Did We Get Here?  



Opioid Use is Increasing in the U.S. 





Sharp Increase in Opioid Prescriptions and Deaths 



Opioid-Related Deaths are Increasing in the U.S. 

Any opioid 





http://www.azdhs.gov/documents/audiences/clinicians/clinical-guidelines-
recommendations/prescribing-guidelines/arizona-opioid-report.pdf  

http://www.azdhs.gov/documents/audiences/clinicians/clinical-guidelines-recommendations/prescribing-guidelines/arizona-opioid-report.pdf
http://www.azdhs.gov/documents/audiences/clinicians/clinical-guidelines-recommendations/prescribing-guidelines/arizona-opioid-report.pdf


Opioid-Related Deaths are Increasing in Arizona 



 
 
 
 

Opioid death counts among Arizona residents and non-
residents in Arizona from 2007 to 2016 



Opioid-Related Deaths are Increasing in Arizona 

• More than two Arizonans die each day from an 
opioid overdose 

• In the past decade, there were 5,932 people 
who died from opioid-induced causes 

• Arizona opioid death rates start to rise in the 
late teens and peak at age 45-54 

• 74% increase in deaths since 2012 
 
 
 
 

Full report available at azhealth.gov/opioid  



What is a unique encounter?  
• Unique encounters are events for a single person involving either hospital admission, 

or an emergency department encounter without admission.  





On June 5, 2017,  
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey declared a 

State of Emergency  
due to an opioid overdose epidemic 



• Provide consultation to governor on identifying and 
recommending elements for Enhanced Surveillance 

• Initiate emergency rule-making for opioid prescribing and 
treatment practices 

• Develop guidelines to educate providers on responsible 
prescribing practices 

• Provide training to local law enforcement agencies on 
proper protocols for administering naloxone in overdose 
situations 

• Provide report on findings and recommendations by 
September 5, 2017 

 

The Emergency Declaration Comes with Authority 
and Deliverables of ADHS 



• Authorized by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 36-782 
• Benefits of enhanced surveillance: 

- More timely data 
- Ability to more accurately assess the burden 
- Provides information to build recommendations to 

better target prevention and intervention 

The Emergency Declaration Comes with  
Enhanced Surveillance 



Enhanced Surveillance Includes New Reporting, 
Information Sharing, and Laboratory-testing 

• Suspected opioid overdoses 
• Suspected opioid-related deaths 
• Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome 
• Naloxone administered 
• Naloxone dispensed 



Required reporters 

• Healthcare professionals 
• Healthcare facilities 
• Emergency Medical Services 
• Law Enforcement Officers 
• Medical Examiners 
• Pharmacies 



 
• Enhanced Surveillance Advisory went into effect June 

15, 2017 
• Opioid Overdose Epidemic Response Report due 

September 5, 2017 

The Emergency Declaration Put an  
Aggressive Timeline in Place 



What Does The Data Show? 



Opioid Report 
June 15 – June 22, 2017 

191 possible opioid overdoses reported 



of the possible opioid 
overdoses were fatal 

Opioid Report 
June 15 – June 22, 2017 



Opioid Report 
June 15 – June 22, 2017 

naloxone doses administered 
outside of the hospital by emergency 

medical services, 
law enforcement, and  

others 

102 



Opioid Report 
June 15 – June 22, 2017 

naloxone kits distributed to the public 
by pharmacies 

51 



azhealth.gov/opioid 

http://www.azhealth.gov/opioid


Are There Resources Available? 



azhealth.gov/opioid  

http://www.azhealth.gov/opioid


Q&A 



THANK YOU 
Eugene Livar, MD, CIC | Deputy Chief, Bureau of Epidemiology & Disease Control 

azopioid@azdhs.gov 
 

 azhealth.gov 

@azdhs 

facebook.com/azdhs 

mailto:azopioid@azdhs.gov
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